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Occupational  Therapy  _ 

Occupational  therapy  is  the  use  of  directed  ac¬ 
tivity  and  special  skills  as  treatment.  When  nor¬ 
mal  growth  and  development  have  been  inter¬ 
rupted  by  disease,  injury  or  environmental  prob¬ 
lems,  the  occupational  therapist  helps  the  client 
regain  physical  function,  and  emotional,  social 
and  development  adjustment. 

The  occupational  therapist  helps  evaluate  pa¬ 
tient  needs,  plans  and  carries  out  treatment  and 
records  patient  progress.  The  therapist  corre¬ 
lates  treatment  with  the  physician  and  other 
health  care  professionals. 

Many  occupational  therapists  work  in  hospitals; 
however,  more  and  more  are  working  in  health- 
related  programs  outside  the  hospital.  Our  trend 
is  toward  preventive  aspects  of  health  care  pro¬ 
grams. 


Course  of  Study _ 

The  curriculum  in  the  Department  of  Occupa¬ 
tional  Therapy  leads  to  a  Bachelor  of  Science 
Degree  in  Occupational  Therapy.  The  two-year 
program  consists  of  seven  consecutive  quarters; 
the  course  of  study  is  offered  at  the  University  of 
Illinois  of  Chicago  with  selected  clinical 
experience  in  the  surrounding  area  and  the  Mid¬ 
west. 

The  curriculum  is  a  guided-study,  modified  com¬ 
petency-based  program  designed  to  promote 
problem  solving  and  independent  performance. 
Faculty  guidance  is  provided  throughout  the 
course  of  study  by  individual  tutorials  and  small 
group  discussions.  For  more  information,  see  the 
attached,  "Something  You  Need  to  Know." 

Graduates  are  qualified  to  take  the  American 
Occupational  Therapy  Association  Certification 
Examination;  successful  completion  allows 
them  to  practice  professional  occupational 
therapy.  The  Occupational  Therapy  program  is 
accredited  by  the  American  Occupational 
Therapy  Association  in  collaboration  with  the 
committee  on  Allied  Health  Accreditation  of  the 
American  Medical  Association. 


Admission 

Requirements _ 

Students  seeking  admission  must  meet  these  re¬ 
quirements: 

•  A  cumulative  grade  point  average  of  3.5 
(based  on  a  5.0  from  an  accredited  college  or 
university). 

•  Experience  of  at  least  eight  hours,  arranged  by 
the  applicant,  in  an  occupational  therapy  de¬ 
partment.  It  may  be  observation,  volunteer 
work  or  paid  employment.  The  Report  of  Pre¬ 
admission  Experience  form  must  be  complet¬ 
ed  and  mailed  by  the  supervising  registered 
occupational  therapist  directly  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Occupational  Therapy.  This  experi¬ 
ence  is  required  before  the  applicant  arranges 
for  a  personal  interview. 

•  A  personal  interview  with  the  department 
head  or  faculty.  Applicants  should  call  or 
write  to  set  up  an  appointment  between  July 
1  and  Jan.  1 5. 

•  Prerequisite  courses  (completed  or  in  process) 

To  apply,  request  an  application  packet  between 
Sept.  1  and  Jan.  1  from: 

Office  of  Admissions  and  Records 
The  University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
Box  6998 

1  737  W.  Polk  St.,  Room  204 
Chicago,  I L  60680 
(312)  996-7690 

Selection  Process _ 

All  application  materials  are  used  to  determine 
the  position  of  each  applicant  in  a  uniform  rank¬ 
ing  system.  All  applicants  with  completed  files 
are  ranked  on  these  criteria: 

Academic:  Grades  not  less  than  C  in  human  ana¬ 
tomy,  human  physiology,  child  psychology 
and  abnormal  psychology;  minimum  cumula¬ 
tive  grade  point  average  of  3.5  on  a  5.0  scale; 
prerequisite  credits  (60  semester  or  90  quarter 
hours). 

Nonacademic:  Eight  hours  experience  in  an  oc¬ 
cupational  therapy  department;  understand¬ 
ing  of  occupational  therapy;  experience  with 
sick  or  handicapped  persons;  community  ser¬ 
vice  and/or  leadership  roles  in  organizations; 
leisure  time  activities;  and  personal  attributes, 
including  appearance  and  ability  to  express 
self  in  oral  and  written  form. 


Specific  Course 
Prerequisites _ 

Rhetoric  or  English  composition:  one  course. 

Speech:  one  course. 

Social  science  (excluding  psychology):  introduc¬ 
tion  to  sociology,  and  any  combination  of  two 
courses  in  sociology,  political  science,  econ¬ 
omics,  anthropology  or  other  social  science. 

Psychology:  one  course  each  in:  general  psychol¬ 
ogy,  child  psychology  or  human  develop¬ 
ment*,  abnormal  psychology*,  and  one  elec¬ 
tive  course. 

Physical  or  biological  sciences:  two  semesters  or 
three  quarters,  not  including  human  anatomy 
or  human  physiology. 

Humanities:  two  semesters,  or  three  quarters 

Human  physiology*:  one  course,  with  laborato¬ 
ry,  covering  all  structures  and  functions  of 
body;  minimum  of  four  semester  hours. 

Human  anatomy*:  one  course,  with  laboratory 
(laboratory  with  animal  dissection  not  accept¬ 
able);  minimum  of  four  semester  hours.  If  hu¬ 
man  physiology  and  human  anatomy  are  com¬ 
bined,  the  course  must  be  approved  by  the 
Department  of  Occupational  Therapy. 

Ceramics  or  pottery:  one  course. 

Weaving  techniques:  one  course. 

Introductory  wood-working:  one  course. 

Physical  Education:  highly  recommended;  two 
semester  or  three  quarter  hours  will  be  ac¬ 
cepted  toward  required  total  hours  for  admis¬ 
sion. 

Other  electives:  to  complete  minimum  of  60  se¬ 
mester,  90  quarter  total  hours. 

*Grades  below  C  in  these  courses  are  not  accept¬ 
able. 

Additional  Information _ 

Send  requests  for  more  information  about  the 
program  to: 

Head,  Department  of  Occupational  Therapy 
College  of  Associated  Health  Professions 
The  University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
1 91 9  W.  Taylor,  Room  316 
Chicago,  IL  60680 
(312)  996-6901 


Urban  Health  Program _ 

The  University  of  Illinois  Urban  Health  Program 
represents  a  major  effort  to  increase  minority 
student  enrollment  in  schools  and  colleges  on  the 
campus  and  to  improve  health  care  services  in 
Chicago's  underserved  communities.  As  one  of  its 
services,  the  College  of  Associated  Health 
Professions-Urban  Health  Program  staff  offers 
assistance  in  academic  planning  and  career 
selection  to  prospective  students.  Those  seeking 
advisement  should  contact: 

Coordinator,  Urban  Health  Program 
College  of  Associated  Health  Professions 
The  University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
Box  6998 
808  S.  Wood  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60680 
(312)  996-2085 


Equal  Opportunity _ 

The  policy  of  the  University  of  Illinois  is  to  comply 
fully  with  applicable  Federal  and  state 
Nondiscrimination  and  Equal  Opportunity  Laws, 
Orders  and  Regulations.  The  University  of  Illinois 
will  not  discriminate  in  its  programs  and  activities 
against  any  person  because  of  race,  color,  religion, 
sex,  national  origin,  ancestry,  age,  marital  status, 
handicap,  unfavorable  discharge  from  the  military, 
or  status  as  disabled  veteran  or  veteran  of  the 
Vietnam  era.  This  nondiscrimination  policy  applies 
to  admissions,  employment,  and  access  to  and  treat¬ 
ment  in  University  programs  and  activities. 

For  additional  information  on  the  equal  opportunity 
and  affirmative  action  policies  of  the  University  of 
Illinois  at  Chicago,  please  contact  at  the  Health 
Sciences  Center:  Thomas  H.  Hoisington,  Acting 
Assistant  to  the  Chancellor,  405  Administrative 
Office  Building,  P.O.  Box  6998,  Chicago,  IL  60680  - 
(312)  996-8670. 

This  brochure  is  for  your  information;  it  is  not  a  con¬ 
tract.  The  information  was  current  at  the  time  of 
publication.  Programs  listed  are  subject  to  change 
and  individual  departments  should  be  contacted  for 
more  information. 
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